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Next Meeting December 9th 7.30 pm

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe New Year to all
This is our end of year break up, bring a small
gift to the value of $10 to exchange. Judith Lewis
will book in gifts and make sure you do not go
home with the gift you brought. This year we we
changing from the traditional Pizzas and having
platters instead, vegetarians will find something
suitable. A sweet or treat to add would be
welcome. Especially something unhealthy, sweet
or other indulgence. There will be no plant of the
month or raffle and no formal meeting. This is a
social evening and a chance to enjoy each others
company.
It was Christmas and the judge was in a merry mood as he asked the prisoner, "What are you charged
with?"
"Doing my Christmas shopping early," replied the defendant. "That's no offence," said the judge.
"It is if you do it before the shops are open," countered the prosecutor.
Christmas Carols for the Psychiatrically Challenged
Schizophrenia --- Do You Hear What I Hear?
Dementia --- I Think I'll be Home for Christmas
Narcissistic --- Hark the Herald Angels Sing About Me
Manic --- Deck the Halls and Walls and House and Lawn and Streets and Stores and Office and Town and
Cars and Buses and Trucks and trees and Fire Hydrants and......
Paranoid --- Santa Claus is Coming to Get me
Borderline Personality Disorder --- Thoughts of Roasting on an Open Fire
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder ---Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle
Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells, Jingle Bells...
The one thing I remember about Christmas was that my father used to take me out in a boat about ten miles
offshore on Christmas Day, and I used to have to swim back. Extraordinary. It was a ritual. Mind you, that
wasn't the hard part. The difficult bit was getting out of the sack. - John Cleese
I wanted our street to have the prettiest decorations in the neighborhood, so I strung lit colored balls from
house to house, all the way down the block. I did all the electrical wiring myself.
If you’d like further information, just drive down Moorpark Street in North Hollywood. We’re the third pile
of ashes from the corner. - Bob Hope

Happy Christmas

January 21st is our return trip to Andrew Craig's, we will leave the Ballarat Coachlines depot at 9.00 am
returning app 4.30 pm. The cost for the day is $20 per head, the rest of the body is free. Bring your lunch.
The day was a bit short last year, we are leaving earlier so that we can see the greenhouse and the cellars.
There will be plants for sale. Register and pay Sue Parker at the Christmas break up.
At the Christmas party Doug Haddow will have Dioscorea or elephants foot for sale, advanced specimens at
bargain prices. Doug is wanting to reduce his collection. I am not sure what he does with the rest of the
elephant.
February, our speaker will be Doug Haddow, speaking on propagation and care of Cacti and Succulents.
This is a great opportunity for our newer members to gain Knowledge from an experienced and successful
grower.
The visit to Sue Davis has been changed [sorry to mess up your calendars before the year has started] it is
now August 13th.
Our November show and Sale is booked for the 11th and 12th of November, set up on the 10th which is our
meeting night. We will probably do what we did this year and allow members first look at the display. This
year was the most successful we have ever had. The committee decision to have free entry seems to have
been a contributing factor. It was good to have so many sellers with so many quality plants. The bowl
display was stunning and we needed a panel of judges to decide the winners [ There was a lot of debate, as
the entries were so close] Finally we gave first to Sue Parkers fairy bowl, Second to Vivienne Brookers
Lithops bowl and Third to Pat Hutchison for her Kalanchoe bowl. We intended to have only one winner
however we could not split the entries enough, as they were so close. Thank you to all who participated it
made the display outstanding, by far our best so far. Special mention must go to Heather Ross for her
Succulent Christmas Tree, it was superb, Heather told me she did not want it entered in the competition as it
was strictly not a bowl, the judges were grateful as we had a big enough job already. The event has resulted
in 3 new members with another 2 likely.
Where did the cow go for his holiday? Moo Zealand.:
BARRY THE BUILDER WAS GOING THROUGH A HOUSE HE HAD JUST BUILT, WITH THE
WOMAN WHO OWNED IT.
SHE WAS TELLING HIM WHAT COLOURS TO PAINT EACH ROOM.
THEY WENT INTO THE FIRST ROOM AND SHE SAID, "THIS ROOM IS TO BE A LIGHT BLUE."
THE BUILDER WENT TO THE FRONT DOOR AND YELLED OUT "GREEN SIDE UP."
AS HE WENT BACK SHE SAID THE NEXT ROOM WAS TO BE RED.
THE BUILDER AGAIN WENT TO THE FRONT DOOR AND CALLED OUT "GREEN SIDE UP."
ONCE BACK WITH HER, SHE SAID "THIS ONE IS TO BE TAN."
AND AGAIN HE WENT TO THE FRONT DOOR AND YELLED "GREEN SIDE UP"
THE LADY, VERY CURIOUS, SAID "I KEEP TELLING YOU DIFFERENT COLOURS BUT YOU
ALWAYS YELL "GREEN SIDE UP"...."WHY DO YOU KEEP SAYING THAT ?"
OOH, DON'T YOU WORRY ABOUT THAT," SAID THE BUILDER, "I'VE GOT A COUPLE
OF YOUNG BLOKES LAYING TURF OUT FRONT!! "
When you stop believing in Santa Claus is when you start getting clothes for Christmas!
Here's hoping Santa doesn't get killed using Google Maps this Christmas.
Mail your packages early so the post office can lose them in time for Christmas.
- Johnny Carson

Propagation of succulent plants
One of the most satisfying aspects of growing succulent plants is their propagation to share with others, as
raffle prizes and for the sales table. This is one of the few situations where you can get something for
nothing. Propagation of rare plants helps to make them more commonly found in collections, which should
help to reduce pressure on wild populations. A range of easy techniques can propagate most plants including
succulent species i.e. cuttings, division, offsets, grafts, cross-pollination and raising from seed. Eventually, it
will be found that propagation is so easy that space, materials and time become the limiting factors.
Cuttings - something for nothing !
Taking cuttings is a fast way to produce new plants which are genetically identical to the original specimen.
As there is no genetic diversity among plants propagated from cuttings or by division, any desirable traits
are preserved, but any faults such as susceptibility to disease are also faithfully reproduced. In species which
are self sterile, it will not be possible to raise seed by crossing two individuals which have been propagated
vegetatively from the same clone.
Many species of succulent plant can be propagated from pieces of plant stem cut with a sharp knife. Knives
and other cutting tools used for propagation should always be sterilised by dipping in methylated spirit or by
heating.
The best place to cut is just below a stem joint, or where a leaf or bud joins the stem, taking care to remove
cuttings so as to not spoil the plant's shape. It is usually best to try to arrange for the cutting to have at least
one more stem joint higher up. Ceropegia stem cuttings work well if taken as pieces with two pairs of
leaves. Any leaves should be removed from the bottom stem joint, but it is counter-productive to rub off
buds in leaf nodes.
The stem cutting should be potted up in a gritty potting medium, pure sharp sand, fine grit or vermiculite. In
some cases, cuttings can be potted up immediately after cutting, but I usually allow the cut end to dry for a
day or two to let the damaged tissues seal, reducing the chance of fungal attack. You may want to
experiment with potting up cuttings both ways. It may help to dip the cut end in some hormone rooting
powder, particularly as the powder also usually contains a fungicide.
A single leaf, carefully detached from many succulents is often sufficient to start a new plant, and is the
preferred method for propagating e.g. Adromischus, Crassula, Echeveria, many Kalanchoe, Sansevieria and
many epiphytic cacti. Leaf cuttings can not be taken from Dudleya despite their similarity to Echevieria. It is
possible to propagate Gasteria from a piece of a leaf. The leaf is allowed to dry for a few days for basal
tissues to seal and callus over and is then placed against the edge of the plant pot with the stem end touching
the potting medium. I find that this is better than burying the base of the leaf as it is less likely to rot. After
some time roots will be seen to form, followed by small leaves as the new plant starts to develop.
Cuttings are best taken at the beginning of the growing season, usually in the Spring except for those plants
that grow during the Autumn or Winter. The cuttings should be kept in a well ventilated bright place at
about 20°C, but not exposed to direct sunlight which places the cuttings under too much stress. It is a good
idea to keep cuttings in an propagator with a top to retain humidity until they have become established.
Alternatively, the pot can be placed inside an inflated polythene bag or the top half of a clear plastic bottle
can be placed over a suitably sized pot as a make-shift propagator. Leaf cuttings should be watered sparingly
until some new growth is seen, which is usually an indication the some roots have developed.
Division
Many species of succulent plant form mats or clumps or thick tuberous roots and may be propagated by
division. The plant is removed from its pot and as much of the soil as possible removed. The method of
division then depends on the growth habit of the plant. Some succulent plants (e.g. mat-forming Asclepiads ,
Crassulaceae, multiheaded cacti) disintegrate to a handful of cuttings as soon as removed from their pot.
Good pieces with roots can be selected and potted up individually. If the goal is to raise a large specimen of
this type of plant, either repotting must be very gentle or the cutting started in the desired final pot size.

In other cases a thick tuberous branching root will be revealed and this can be divided with a clean knife into
two or more pieces. Each piece should be selected to have growing points and vigorous roots. This sort of
division is best carried out while the plant is dormant and dry, or it may be weakened by excessive bleeding
of sap. Cut surfaces can be dusted with a fungicide or flowers of sulphur and allowed to dry for a few days
for the tissues to seal and callus over. Each piece can then be potted up separately in a gritty potting compost
and watered very sparingly until some new growth indicates production of new roots.
Offsets
Many species of succulent plants and cacti produce small plants at the base of the parent plant. These offsets
can usually be easily pulled or cut from the main plant, allowed to dry for a few days and potted up
individually. The main plant benefits from removal of offsets which can divert energy from the main stem,
and removal of offsets may be essential to the production of a large solitary specimen.
Other species produce miniature plants on the edges of leaves, flower stems or flower heads, and these can
also be removed and potted up.

Begonia Festival
The Begonia Festival is March 11th-13th with set up on the 10th mark your diary for this as well.
Friday set up is between 8.00 am - 5.00 pm. Stall holders will be given specific times and must adhere to
them. Hours each day are 9.00 am -5.00 pm reloading stalls can be done between 8.00-9.00 am each
morning. Bump out on the Monday will commence at 6.oo pm to allow the area to clear of visitors [this is a
change to previous years]
I am currently trying to get us relocated to a different area by a strategy of selflessly helping the councils
traffic management with no advantage to ourselves.

My Garden by Andrew Craig
My parents, Faye and Derry Craig, purchased the 5 acre property, about 7 km NW of Colac in 1982, a
couple of years before I was born. Apart from approximately 20 large 100+ year old trees and a few areas
of the Daffodil species Narcissus tazetta, the block was devoid of any other plants, apart from the 6 ft high
variegated thistles that covered large areas at the back.
The land, having been used to keep farm animals (predominantly cattle and pigs) for the previous 30+
years, had degraded from its glorious past life as the centrepiece and grounds surrounding a 30 room, two
storey mansion known as Cororooke House.
Built around 1866-67 for John Robertson, first son of William Robertson who was one of the first settlers in
the district in 1837, it was once described as “Among the most handsome, up-to-date and comfortable
country houses in Australia.”
William Robertson bought up large areas of rich volcanic land west of Colac, with later land acquisitions
raising his landholdings to well over 50,000 acres. The family were known for their famous breed of
Hereford x Shorthorn cattle known as the FF breed which were one of the most sort after breeds in the
colony at the time, with 4 year old heifers being sold at Melbourne market at record prices for the time.
The original homestead was surrounded by 148 acres of manicured and well kept gardens, including a tree
lined driveway over a mile long. Initially lined with pine trees (Both the common Monterey Pine, Pinus
radiata, and the less common, Canary Islands Pine, Pinus canariensis) then with well spaced Elms and
Oaks, known as the “Elm Drive” (though sadly mainly just oaks survive due to prolonged years of recent
drought; except for a few strategically placed elms surviving on run-off from the hill, and a leaky cattle
trough keeping a few others alive). Sadly, at most 20% of the original trees from this time remain, with most
succumbing to drought old age, cattle damage or most disturbingly, the farmers' tractor and chain.)
The grounds were full of exotic trees along with some more unusual Australian natives (I assume untested
at the time for suitability to the mild, southerly conditions of SW Victoria). Also present were a large
selection of more common European trees (to give the feeling and a reminder of the old country) including
many plantings that were in vogue at the time in colonial gardens.
Of what remains of the original trees, 2 were registered by the National Trust in 1992; a Bunya Bunya Pine
(Araucaria bidwillii); having the largest circumference of any A. bidwillii in Victoria at 7 metres in 1992 (7.3
metres when measured earlier this year); and a Chilean Wine Palm (Jubaea chilensis), credited as planted
by the Duke of Edinburgh in early December 1867 on his 1867/68 antipodean tour.
The still existing trees at the site consist of, amongst other things, a large number of conifers. The original
designers seemed to be a particular interest in planting members of the Araucariaceae family,
predominantly Araucaria bidwillii (Bunya Bunya Pine), A. heterophylla (Norfolk Island Pine), A.
cunninghamii (Hoop Pine) and Agathis robusta (Queensland Kauri). (Though 1 specimen of a Cook Pine
(Araucaria columnaris) still stands in the paddock next door and a report from 1965 (before tractor and
chain took it's toll) lists the rare Araucaria rulei also present)
In the 1980's, after the completion of our house (built on top of the original cellars, constructed with the
bricks from the old homestead), mum and dad began planting windbreaks and establishing garden beds,
including our first raised cactus and succulent garden, and the planting of single branch of Aloe plicatilis
directly in the fertile black vertosol soil (see attached photo for what too much of a good thing has done to
this 'Tree Aloe' over the last 30+ years)
In the early-mid 1990's, the garden had grown quite a bit, and an open garden was held for the first time.
Not long afterwards mum was diagnosed with cancer and the garden had to be put on hold. She passed
away in July 1998.
The garden fell somewhat into disrepair over this period and following years with dad working full time and
both my brother and I attending secondary school. It wasn't until about 2003 with school finished that time
was found to dedicate in the garden.
The next 5 years were spent mainly getting things back under control, general maintenance, installing a tap
system around the garden (we are only on tank water) and filling in the gaps in garden beds left by plants
that had passed on, and creating edgings for the gardens.
The interest in cacti and succulents had been instilled when I was young, and I had amassed a small
collection up to this point, but it wasn't until a trip to Kew Gardens in England in 2008 (not to mention a
better paying job at the time), and a private tour of their 1 acre greenhouse where all the potted plants not
on public display are kept, that things got a little more obsessive and took a turn with a focus more towards
Aloes and other African/Madagascan succulents (and a slight dabble in South African bulbs).
Since then the collections have grown, sourcing most plants through the mail from growers such as Lester
Meyers in Gilgandra, and Paul Forster in Brisbane, amongst others. Recently the majority of larger Aloes
have come from Tek & Peter Marko of Melbourne.
In the last few years as space for pots has become an issue, and realising many of the plants will grow
happily outside in the near frost-free conditions here, over 20 new raised succulent gardens and extensions
have been built with many more in the progress of being built or planned.

A greenhouse was built a few years ago to house the more tender species (and the assumed tender
species), but space restrictions have called for another one, with a 60 square metre one near completion to
house the overflow.
The aloe collection has grown to over 250 different hybrids along with about 300-350 species, though I'm
still waiting for quite a number of them to flower for ID verification. I had the collection registered with the
Garden Plant Conservation Association Of Australia (G.P.C.A.A) earlier in 2016 as their representative of
the genus.
The joining of several Cactus and Succulent Societies in recent years has opened up a world of interesting
plant people with a wealth of knowledge, not to mention the plants swapped and friends made.
With the task of labeling all the plants in the raised beds (Thank you Sue Davis for the encouragement with
this one!), plus never-ending garden expansions (Gardens seem to never really be at a state you could call
finished, always evolving. That is until I'm broke or literally can't fit another plant in!

Stapelia hirsuta sub species hirsuta

Front Cactus Garden

Above Aloe capitata x striata - Tek Marko.
Overleaf Looking East
Northern most Cactus Garden.

Aloe succotrina x speciosa
Being January when we visit obviously the garden will not be as colourful as this, but it is an opportunity to
see how Andrew waters and maintains his collection over Summer. Editor.

